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[bookmark: _GoBack]“Tartuffe” play by Poquelin Moliere takes place during the 17th century in France, where a disputable issue of feminism was high. Moliere is one of the greatest comedy writers, with many of his plays being translated to English theatres. "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" is written by an English author and a supporter of women's rights, Mary Wollstonecraft. The two passages display various instances of similarity, especially in how women are considered weak in society and subjected to men's rule. However, the two authors have different ways of thinking and disagree with the women's role. Wollstonecraft believes that women should be given equal education opportunities and power to avoid being subjected to a pitiful situation demonstrated in Tartuffe. The Rousseau's Emile provides opposing suggestions to those outlined by Mary Wollstonecraft regarding women's right to education. This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of Moliere's “Tartuffe” using the ideas from Wollstonecraft's “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman” and Rousseau's “Emile.”
"A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" by Wollstonecraft addresses the French education system. She supports the idea that women are not prepared by education to serve the men. According to Wollstonecraft, the high level of neglect in women's education has contributed to the misery that many women undergo. Women are not encouraged to develop virtues; rather, they are taught how to become their men's companions. In her critic of the different views of the education system, Wollstonecraft considers middle-class women as "human creatures … placed on this earth to unfold their faculties" (Wollstonecraft). Her arguments are based on the belief that virtue is what makes people different and reason is what makes people human. Therefore, there is a great need to attain virtue through knowledge from education. 
Nevertheless, Wollstonecraft does not support the idea that men and women should have different virtues. Although men's and women's duties are different in life, they should strive to acquire similar virtues. However, women are denied the opportunity to develop virtue and reason. "One cause of this barren blooming I attribute to a false system of education … considering females rather as women than human creature" (Wollstonecraft). In many cases, they are only prepared to please men in courtship and marriage. Additionally, women are denied the opportunity to struggle with adversity since pleasure is the main goal of their lives. They are driven by delicate emotions and sensibilities, which does not prepare them to build sustainable marriages. Consequently, women are left vulnerable if windowed or divorced without any financial means to support themselves. 
Wollstonecraft views women's duty of domestic life and motherhood as an essential aspect of building the family and society. Since society norms pressure women to care for their external appearance, they lack the incentive to participate in other social activities. Therefore, women suffer from a lack of happiness and seclusion from duties of nature. According to Wollstonecraft, women suffer from these oppressive standards due to the inability to distinguish between prevailing virtues and reason. "Women are told from their infancy … that a little knowledge of human weakness will obtain them man's protection" (Wollstonecraft). She also addresses the importance of protecting women through civil law to enable them to fulfill their duties. They should be given the opportunity to study different education fields to make them of greater use to society. 
Wollstonecraft criticizes various writers on the concept of women's education. One of the detailed critics is towards Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who argues that women lack reasoning skills; hence they should only be taught how to serve men. She also dismisses Moliere's arguments that women were only meant to serve domestic roles; hence no need for education. Therefore, she concludes that women have been affected by these oppressive standards because they cannot distinguish between prevailing prejudices and reason.
She concludes her Vindication by proposing the initiative to establish free national schools for all children to advocate for equality. She believes that equal opportunities in educating both sexes would allow a more natural and healthy relationship between men and women. Educating girls in society will awaken their minds and help them build more sustainable families in the future (Wollstonecraft). Women will develop the ability to care for their families based on virtues and reason rather than misinformed prejudice. 
In light of the above arguments made by Wollstonecraft, Moliere makes a broader commentary of social aspects affecting women in the society in his play, Tartuffe. In his play, Moliere upholds the belief in women's enlightenment and their ability to reason and demonstrate rationality on critical ideas. However, he presents a critique for irrational concepts that oppose women's empowerment. In Tartuffe, the female characters are able to recognize malice and hypocrisy by demonstrating clear knowledge of right and wrong. Moliere believes that women's efforts against the irrational patriarchy will allow them to correct the men's failures in family issues. Despite the Orgon's power in the “Tartuffe”, Moliere supports the idea of women becoming subordinates to husbands and fathers. 
The Tartuffe depicts a society where men exercise economic and political power over women. Women's subordination is accepted and viewed as necessary, with men holding a patriarchal power position in the household. However, Moliere addresses women's education in a different way than Wollstonecraft. The female characters depicted in “Tartuffe” are completely different from the normal female characters. According to Moliere, the female characters have instinctively strong opinions on the issue of female education. However, their opinions are often considered passive and less submissive. In addition, Moliere uses different female characters to support women's traditional roles, which differs substantially from Wollstonecraft's idea of equality in women's education. Dorine and Elmire play a vital role in showing the roles of women in performing house chores (Moliere). However, they actively fight for their rights by speaking out without fear. On the contrary, Mariane adheres to women's traditional role by being submissive and honorable to men. 
Moliere's view on the role of women is expressed through the behavior portrayed by female characters and actions they take throughout the play. The play is set in a period when gender inequality is the utmost and women are trying to fight back against the inequalities. He supports the concept of women's oppression outlined by Wollstonecraft that women are victims of men's power in many societies. Moliere upholds the belief that women have similar reasoning to men. He demonstrates the cleverness of female characters in their acts of subversion against the authoritative rule of men. This rebellion coincides with Wollstonecraft's Vindication on the Woman Rights in a period of extreme male patriarchy. 
Moliere also supports the Wollstonecraft's opinion that women are capable of reason. Dorine is depicted as a character who has the ability to see through Tartuffe's mask, something Orgon is incapable of doing. She says, "A man whose spirit spurns this dungy earth ought to brag of lands and noble birth" (Moliere). Moliere uses the ignorance of Orgon's authority to warn against the consequences of men's irrational authority. This character indicates the strength of women and the ability to reason beyond men. 
Rousseau's Emile is a fictional novel that traces the process of development and education received. According to Rousseau, the goodness of a man is determined by the education model that is seen to be different from all forms of the time. He opposes the concept of women's education discussed by Mary Wollstonecraft by suggesting that women should be submissive to men. However, his view on women is that they were less rational and needed to rely on men. He argues that although men desire women, they do not need them for their survival (Rousseau). Additionally, women should serve domestic roles of being a wife and a mother; hence they do not need to be educated. "Men and women should not be constituted the same in either temperament or character; therefore, they should not have the same education" (Rousseau). In his work, Rousseau argues that women are incapable of reason; hence they should serve domestic duties. He argues that "the whole education of women ought to be relative to men." Overall, Rousseau suggests that women do not deserve equality since they lack reasoning skills. 
In conclusion, Wollstonecraft's “A Vindication on the Rights of Woman” defines the degree of virtue, knowledge, and reason essential to all individuals. Additionally, Wollstonecraft emphasizes the importance of female education and gender equality in social services. She persuades women to abandon the existing false conception of femininity and patriarchal oppression by men. Similarly, Moliere's “Tartuffe” provides clear evidence of women's submission to men in the early 17th century. Women in this play are subjected to oppression and denied access to education. However, they express promising abilities that prove the need for equality in education provision. Nevertheless, Rousseau Emile does not value women's education and greatly opposes Wollstonecraft's proposal on women's education. Both Moliere and Wollstonecraft share common ideas on women's traditional roles, indicating the need to fight back for equality in society. 
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